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May 2021

Dear Student:

Our records indicate that you are enrolled in Honors World Literature next year. In order to prepare for a
rigorous year in the sophomore honors program, you need to spend part of your summer reading from a list of
selected titles. As honors English students, you will need to read two works this summer: A Thousand
Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini and one of the summer reading seiections from the all school list.
You are required to complete an assignment for each book (see the attached details) and both are due upon
your return next school year. Failure to complete these assignments may jeopardize your success in class.

Flease feel free to contact the school with any questions you may have regarding your summer reading. The
phone number is (847) 718-5674.

Have a safe and restful summer. We look forward to having you in class.

Sincerely,

i TR MWG=

Alicia Rafacz Peter Mikulak

!m.mm, [Discover \your future.
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Honors World Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment for A Thousand
Splendid Suns and an all-school book

2021-2022

A Thousand Splendid Suns : Respond to two of the prompts. Each response should be a page in
length minimum, in MLA format, and thoughtfully answer the questions. When you are asked to
evaluate, you may use your personal experience or observation along with textual evidence.

You will not be assessed for “correctness.” Your answers will give the instructor an opportunity to
evaluate how carefully you have read the texts and serve as a writing sample, but you will be given
full credit for effort no matter how effective or accurate your answers are. Please be sure to include
textual evidence in all of your responses.

1) The phrase “a thousand splendid suns,” from the poem by Saib-e-Tabrizi, is quoted twice in the
novel - once as Laila’s family prepares to leave Kabul, and again when she decides to return there
from Pakistan. It is also echoed in one of the final lines: “Miriam is in Laila’s own heart, where she
shines with the bursting radiance of a thousand suns.” Discuss the thematic significance of this
phrase.

2) Mariam’s mother tells her: “Women like us. We endure. It’s all we have.” Discuss how this
sentiment informs Mariam'’s life and how it relates to the larger themes of the novel.

3) Growing up, Laila feels that her mother’s love is reserved for her two brothers. “People,” she
decides, “shouldn’t be allowed to have new children if they’d already given away all their love to
their old ones.” How does this sentiment inform Laila’s reaction to becoming pregnant with
Rasheed’s child? What lessons from her childhood does Laila apply in raising her own children?

4) At several points in the story, Mariam and Laila pass themselves off as mother and daughter.
What is the symbolic importance of this subterfuge? In what ways is Mariam’s and Laila’s
relationship with each other informed by their relationships with their own mothers?

5) One of the Taliban judges at Mariam’s trial tells her, “God has made us different, you women and
us men. Our brains are different. You are not able to think like we can. Western doctors and their
science have proven this.” What is the irony in this statement? How is irony employed throughout
the novel?

6) The driver who takes Babi, Laila, and Tariq to the giant stone Buddhas above the Bamiyan Valley
describes the crumbling fortress of Shahr-e-Zohak as “the story of our country, one invader after
another... we're like those walls up there. Battered, and nothing pretty to look at, but still standing.”
Discuss the metaphorical import of this passage as it relates to Miriam and Laila. In what ways does
their story reflect the larger story of Afghanistan’s troubled history?



7) While the first three parts of the novel are written in the past tense, the final part is written in
present tense. What do you think was the author’s intent in making this shift? How does it change
the effect of this final section?

Summer Reading Assignment for One All-School Book

Read one of the summer reading selections from the all school list. For the book, answer all
of the following questions using textual evidence to support your answer. Each question
should be a fully developed, typed paragraph.

The Questions

1) Who is the speaker? (Describe the author’s persona. What do you know about the
person who is telling this story?)

2) What is the occasion? (When does the story take place? When is the story being told?
Why does the author need to tell this story?)

3) Who is the intended audience for this book? (What assumptions does the author seem to
make about his/her readers?)

4) What is the purpose of this book? (In other words, what does the author want his/her
audience to believe or do after reading this book?)

5) What is the tone of this book? (Select an adjective that describes the tone— sympathetic
confused, angry, disappointed, etc. Then explain how and why the author uses this tone.)

’

You can find copies of these books at your local library or through the app
Sora, by OverDrive.
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have additional reading assigned.

Clap When You Land by Elzabeth Acevedo May contaln matuee themes

From National Book Award-winning and New York Times bestselling author Ellzabeth Acevedo

Caming Rips tves for the summers when her fether visds her in the Dominican Republic. But this tme, on the dey when his
plane 15 supposed to land, Caming ermives at the airpar! o see crowds of erying pecple....In New Yark City, Yahalre Rios i
calied to the prncipal's office, whare her mother is waltng to tell her that her fether, her hero, has ded in a plane crash.

Separated by dstance—and Eap[s, secrats—the two glrts &re forced to face a new reality in which their father is dead and thelr |
lives are forever altered. And then, when it seems like they've lost everything of thelr father, they leam of each other. g

The Today Show's plek far “25 ehildren's boaoks your kids and teens won'l be able to put down this summer!"

Devils Within by S.F. Henson May contaln mature themes

IBE“LS Mate wae aigm the first tme he stabbed someone; he was eleven when he eamed s red lacee—a prze for spiing blood for |
"the cauge.” And he was fourteen when he murdered his father (and the leader of The Fort, 2 notorlous white supremacist

_ compoundj in self-datense, lending In a treatment center whila the state searched for hia next of kin. Now, in the custody of an
'n H]N uncle he never knew exsted. who wants nothing to do with him, Nate just wants to disappesr.

Enralled in & new school under & false neme, &2 no ane from The Fort can find him, he struggies to forge & naw Iife, tning i
LEomEnEnE | laam how to navigate a world where people of different races intarect wihout enmiry. But he can't etop awful thoughts from
s papping ko his head, or help the way he shivers with & desire to commd violence. He wants o be dffereni—he just dossnt |
know where to slart i

Fake 1D by Lamar Giles May contaln mature themes

Lamar Glies takes readers on & wild and dark rlde In this contemporary Witness Protection thrlller, perfect for fans of
James Patterson, Herlan Coben, and John Grisham. ‘

Nick Pearsan i hiding In plain sight. In fact, his name isn't really Meck Pearson. Ha shouldn tell you his ree! name, his raal
hometown, or why his faméy just moved to $iagian, Virginia. And he definitaly shouldn’t tell you sbout ha friend Ell Cruz and
the major conspracy EL was uncovering when he disd. About how Nick had to chocse between solving Eii's munder with his

hot s:ster, Bigym, and "staying low-key® like the Program said to do. But he's going to tell you—unless he gats caught first. ...

Eiirla, by Yamlls, Salad Méndez May contain mature themes

In Rosario, Argentina, Camila Hessan lives B double Ie. At home, she is a careful daughter, living within her mother's namow
expectations, in her rising-soccar-star brather's shadow, and under the abuslve rule of her short-tempared father. ‘
On the field, she is La Eyrig, & powerhouse of skill and telent. When her team qualffies for the South American tournement,
Camila gets the chance to see just how far those talente can tke her. In hes wildest draams, she'd gel an athlebe scholarshlp
1o 8 North American university. ‘

But the path ahead isn't easy. Her parents don't know about her passion. They wouldn't allow & gir to play fighnl—endshe
naede thelr permission t> go any farther. As her life becomes more complicated, Camila is foread 1o faca her sacrets and make
her way In & world with no placs for the dreames and ambition of a girl like her. ‘

& Best Book of the Year: Cosmopolitan * Klrhys Reviews * SheRaads * New York Public Library




£ann Diagram by Wendy Brant May comtain mature themes

Eve Waser is 8 seventeen-yesr-old math genlus. And f thet doesnt do wonders for her populenty, there's another thing thet

makes It even worsa: when she touches anotier person &f Bnytning that belongs to them — from clethes 1o taxibooks to call

phones — she e2es a vision of thelr emotions. She can read & person's fears and anweties, their secrets and loves ... and what

| they have yet 1o leam ebout caleulus. This i helpful fae her work as & math twior, but it means she can never get closa to

ik W p2ople. Eva evoids touchng snyone and everyona. People think i's because she's & claan freak — with the emgphasis on freak
- — b it's a¥ she can do 1o protect herself from other people's issues.

Then one day & new sludent walks into Eve's life. His jeckel gives off 8o much emationa’ trauma that she falls to the floor. Eva
is instanty drawn te ggnn, 8 handssme and soulful erist who alsa hes a troubled home life, and her feslings only grow when
she realizes thal she cen touch dennls Biin without heving visions. Bul when she discovers the nistory thal bnks them. the tmth
threalens ta tear the two apart.

Stamped by Jason Reynolds, {hrm X Kendl, My contaln meture themes

The construct of race has always been used to galn and keep power, to creste dynamics that saparate and sience. This [
remastabie reimagining of Dr. |pgam, X. Kgod s Mational Book Award-winning Stemped from the Baginning reves’s the history |
of racst Ideas i America, and insplres hope for an anteacist future. |t takes you on 8 race journey from then 1o now, shows you |
why we feel how we feel, and why the polsan of raclsm bngers. It also proves that while reclst ideas heve always baen easy to

febricate and distribute, they can slss be discreditad.

Through & gripping, fast-peced, and enargizng nerrathve written by belovea sward-winner Jasan Reynalds, this book shines &
light on the meny insidicws forms of racist kess—end on ways resders can identfy and stamp out racls! thowgnis in therr daily |
lives.

The #1 New York Times bestseller and a USA Teday bestaslier]

Water Dancer by Te-Mehisi Coates May contaln mature themes

Yaung Hiram Walker wae born inte bondage. When hle mother was scid away, Hiram was robbed of all memory of her—but
wes gfted with 8 mystarious power. Yaars latar, whan Hiram a'most drowns in & river, that same power seves his Iife. This
prush with death birihs an urgency ; Hiram end a danng scheme: 1o escape from the only hame he's ever known. So begins
an unexpected joumey that takes Hiram from the corrupt grandear of Viegma's proud plantations 1o desperata guarrilia cells in
the wiktemess, from the coffin of the Deep South to dangarously wealistic movements in the Morth. Even &s he's enlistad m the
undarground war between slavers and the enslaved. Hram's resolve to rescus the family he left behind endures,

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER « OPRAH'S BOOK CLUB PICK

Waremss by Mania Lu Blay contain mature themes

Wehen B game caled Wercnoss takes the warld by storm, one girl hacks her way o its dangerous depths. ‘
For the millions wha log In every day, Warcrpss isn't just 8 geme—its & way of [fa. The obsession siartad ten years &go and its |
fan base now spane the globe, some eager 1o escape from reelly end otvers hoping o meke a profit. Strugglng to make ends
meet, teenage hacker Emika. Chen works as & bounty hunter, tracking down Warsioss, pleyers who bet on the game illegally.
But the bourty-hunting wernid is & competitive ome, and survive! has not been easy. To make soma guieck cash, Emika.takes a
risk &nd hecks into the opening game of the imternational Yyersmss Chemplonships—only to accidentally gittch herself Ints the
action and become an ovemght sensation.

Wil (il Wilf My Cat Eat My Eyoballs ? by Caitin Doughty, Dianne Fig (liustator)
M
EAT 1 2l Everyone has questions about death. In WE My Cat Eat My Eyebalis?, best-seliing author and monican Caitin Daughty

answers the most mirigung questans she's ever received about what happens 1o our badies when we die. In a brisk,
nformatve, &rd maorbidly funny styte, Dougnty explores everything from anclent Egyptian death rituals and the sdence of
akeletons to fiesh-eeting insects end the proper depth at which o bury your pet if you wani Flufy to become & mummy. Now |
festuring an interview with a clinical expart on discussing these ssues with young people—ithe source of some of our most |
revesng guestons about desth—We My Cat Eat My Evebals? confronts our comemon fear of dying with candid, honest, and |
hilarious facts about what awaits the body we leewve behind. f




Edgar Award-winning euthor Mindy MeGinnls delivers a visceral and necessary novel about addiction, family,
frientiahip, and hope.

Wihen B cer crash sidelines Mickey just before softba® season, she has to find & way to hold on 1o her spot as the catcher for a
team expected to make & Restoric tewrnamest run. Behind the plate is tha ealy place she's ever falt comfortabie, and the
painkiers she's been preacibed can help her get fiare. e pills do more than take eway pain; they make her feel goad Wit
a ey clrche of fends—fetaw injurad athigtes, others with just tme to ki—Mickey finds peaceful Bccaptence, and people with
whom words come eesily, even If It |5 just the pills loosening her tongue But &8 the pressure 1o be Mickey Catalan heghlens,
her need Increases, &nd it becomea less about paln and more about wenl, sormething thet could send her epiratng out of
control.
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The House in the Corulean Sea by 1) Klung May contain mature themes
A magleal Island. A dengerous task. A burning secret

Linus Baker leads a quiet, solitary [fe. At forty, he lives in & tiny house with a devioue cat and his old records. As & Case
Worker at the Department In Chenge Of Mapica! Youth, he spands hie days overseelng the well-being of children in
government-sanctioned erphanages. When Linus le unexpectedly summoned by Extremely Upper Manegement he's given g
curious and highly clessified assignment: trave! o }dargyes |stand Orphanage, whese slx dangarous children resida: a gnome,
a gprite, & wyvem, &n unidentifiabie green blob, & wereFomeranian, and the Antichrist. Linus must s2t aside his fears and
determine whether or not they're [ialy o breyg about the end of days.

A NEW YORK TIMES, USA TODAY, and WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER!
A 2021 Alex Award winner! The 2021 RUSA Reeding List: Fantasy Winner!

Inherit Midnight bty Kate Kas Myers

Seventeen-year-oid Avery YenDamere's ridiculously wealthy grendmother has decided to leave the family fortune to the
relative who proves him or hareelf worthiest-by solving puzzies and riddies on & whirlwind race around the giobe. For Avary,
the contest offers & chance i escapa. As the biack sheep of the YanQiamans, clan--tha lllegitimate deughter, sant away 1o
baarding schaol-sha'd love to ues that prize money to run away from the femily who ostracized her . . . and discover the tuth

gbout her long-lost mothar,

Marshall might be Avery's uncie by blaodd, but Erere's no love losl batween them. He'll do anything to win, even if il means

| turning on his own children. Riley ie tha charming son of Grandmather YanDamere’s lswyer. As the game progresses, Avary

finds nerself drawn to him—even though she in't quite sure she can trust him. Treacherous tume In the competition sarve B8
brute! reminders that anly one parson can win it all. ks Avery willing to ek bath her heart and her iife 1o claim the grand prize?

March [ Book One) by Jon Lewls

Congressman John Lewie (GA-5) [e an American icen and key figure of the civil ights movamant. March is a wivid first-hand
the days of Jim Crow &nd segragaton. Rooted In Lewls’ personal story, It alsa refiects on the highs and lows of the broader
civil nghts movement. Baok One spans John Lewis' youth in rure! Alsbama, his ife-changing meeting with Martin Luther King,
Jr., the birth of the Nashvile Studant Movement, and thelr battle to tear down sagregation through nonvinlent lunch counter sit-
ins, buldng to & stunning chmex on the steps of City Hall.

Winner of the Roberl F. Kennedy Book Award — Speclal BagoaniionNamad.one of the best books of 2013 by USA
Today, The Washington Pesl, Publishers Waekly, Ubrary Journal, Sehoal Librany

Openly Stralght by Bill Kanngsbua May contaln mature themes
The award-winning nevel ebout being eut, being proud, and belng ready for something else... now In paperbach.

Figfe.is a nommal teeneger from Boulder, Coloredo. He plays soccer. He's won skliing prizes. He lkas to write.

And, oh yeah, he's gey. He's baen out since 8ih grade, and he ian teesad, Bnd he goes to other high schools and talus abaut
tnlerence and stuff. And while thet's impartant, a0 Bgfg really wants is to just be & reqular guy. Mot that GAY guy. To have ft be
& parl of who he ks, but not the headline, every single time. So when he transfers to an all-boys’ boarding schoo! In New
England, he decites to keep his sexuslity & secret — not 0 much going back in the closat as starting over with a dean slate.
But then he sees a classmate braaking down. He meets a teacher wha chellenges him to wiite his tory. And most of all, he
falls i love with Ben... who doesn't even know thai love [s possible.




